
 
Worldwide Competition for New Opera and Music Theatre announces Winners 

The Music Theatre NOW Network of the International Theatre Institute (ITI) announced the winners of 

their world-wide competition Music Theatre NOW today. The main goal of this unique event, which is 

produced by the German centre of the world’s largest organization for the performing arts, is to promote 

exchange among artists and presenters of opera and music theatre.  

14 first productions of new works, which were realized anywhere in the world since July 2012 were 

selected by a jury made up of internationally renowned theatre makers from five continents: Brett Bailey 

(South African playwright, designer and director), Guy Coolen (artistic director of the international opera 

festival ‘Operadagen’ in Rotterdam), Sara Joan Fang (music producer for Singapore’s national 

performing arts centre ’Esplanade - Theatres on the Bay’), as well as Ana Lara (Mexican composer and 

founder of the festival ‘Música y Escena’) and Joseph V. Melillo (executive producer of the ‘Brooklyn 

Academy of Music’). 

Operas and music theatre large and small, works made for large opera houses, or works created for tiny 

venues, which are aesthetically innovative and reflect new developments in this genre from the various 

corners of the world, have been chosen.  

Additional four works were chosen for a special mention as their production shows a valuable approach 

for the work with music and theatre that should be acknowledged. 

Music Theatre NOW welcomed 450 participants from 54 countries. The 18 artistic teams will be invited to 

a special meeting, which will be held at the Operadagen Rotterdam from May 22nd through May 26th 

2016.  

There the selected artists will have the opportunity to present their work in the form of lectures. Winners 

also have the chance to receive invitations for guest performances. Partner institutions, such as the 
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Shanghai Dramatic Arts Centre, China’s largest theatre, or the ‘Operadagen’ Rotterdam, plan to invite 

winning productions in the 2016/2017 theatre season.  

These winners will be announced during the meeting.  

ITI welcomes curators, academics, artists and presenters to attend the Music Theatre NOW meeting. The 

presentations in Rotterdam are also open to the general public and the final program will be announced 

in January. 

This 3rd edition will coincide as well with Classical:NEXT - a global meeting for all art music innovators - 

that will take place directly after MTN and recently opened the registration process 

(www.classicalnext.com). 

Please find more information on the MTN Meeting on our website soon. 

Contact:    Christian Grammel (Coordinating Director of MTN) 

    mtnow@iti-germany.de 

  

Press-Area:   http://bit.ly/1HAjKDI 

More information:  www.mtnow.iti-germany.de 

The Meeting:   Registration is free of charge but necessary due to limited   

    capacities - please register here for the meeting: 

    https://www.operadagenrotterdam.nl/en/professionals  

    (open after December 5th 2015) 
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