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450 works, with participants from 54 countries, were submitted for Music Theatre NOW this year. We have 
selected as our finalists 14 compelling, exciting, top quality works from amongst dozens of intriguing 
contenders.

Most submissions were from Europe and the United States, with a significant number from East Asia, and 
several from Latin America. There continues to be a real paucity of submissions from Africa, Australasia, 
Canada and the rest of Asia. We know that works that can be embraced by the term “music theatre” exist 
aplenty in these and other regions: the challenge remains of how to access them. We look forward to 
supporting the Music Theatre NOW Network in its efforts to broaden the reach of the project. 

The “music theatre” genre is incredibly varied, and – with our primary criterion being always the quality of 
the work – we have tried to reflect in our selection the breadth and diverse topography of the terrain. We 
have included works that range from the large-scale to the intimate, from the conventionally staged to the 
site-specific, from those that are typically theatrical to those that are more installation orientated. 

That said, we felt the need to impose some boundaries, and excluded works that had no live performance 
aspects, those that we deemed to be “concerts accompanied by video projections”, and those in which we 
felt music played a secondary role.

The presence of video technology and electronic music is increasingly evident in music theatre works as 
the digital universe becomes more established. We look forward to exciting evolutions as more artists 
explore new media. 

Amongst the submissions we observed that there was some lack of edgy, risk-taking work and that few 
artists are tackling pressing social-political issues, but whether this is indicative of the general status quo is 
impossible to determine.

Over and above our 14 finalists, we have chosen 4 works from different parts of the global community that 
demonstrate vital and fascinating explorations in this emerging and growing artistic form. We are delighted 
to include these diverse approaches into the upcoming discussions at the Music Theatre NOW meeting in 
Rotterdam next May.

Brett Bailey, Guy Coolen, Sara Joan Fang, Ana Lara, Joseph V. Melillo
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